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THE EARLIEST PRINTED SOURCES OP NEW 

ENGLAND HISTORY. 

1602-1629. 


I MAKE a survey of the contemporary printed sources of 
New England history, from the coming of Gosnold to the 
landing of Endicott (1602-1629), with a view to ascertain 
the comparative rarity of these historic records, and to gauge 
the eflEect of that, rarity upon collectors competing for such 
books. 

If we look then, in the ^first place, to what is left to us in 
contemporary print about the earliest visits of the English — 
for we are not concerned with those of the French and 
Dutch — to our New England coast, we find, beside many 
voyagers of whom we have only manuscript or later accounts, 
but three explorers during the first twelve years of our period 
the narratives of whose experiences were put in print at the 
time; and these are Gosnold, Waymouth, and John Smith. 
We will consider them in order. 

There were two impressions in 1602 of John Brereton's 
** Briefe and True Relation " of the voyage of Gosnold, who 
spent a season on Cuttyhunk, and gave a name to our seaward 
cape. Two copies of the first impression are believed to be 
extant. One of these was sold in 1888 at Lord Hardwicke's 
sale in London, bound with eleven other tracts in one volume, 
for <£555, and came to the Carter-Brown Library. 

Some seventeen years ago I had my attention drawn to 
a beautiful, crisp copy of this little, thin quarto, while on a 
visit to Lamport Hall, an old mansion of James the First's 
time in Northamptonshire. A few years before this its old 
library had thrown new light upon Shakespearean bibliography; 
and I was pleased to find that the baronet who founded the 
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library in that king's time had not only been in the habit 
of bringing down from London such fresh little plays and 
poems of the Shakespearean era as pleased him, but that he 
occasionally put in his bag the bright though now dusky little 
quartos which told of adventures on the American shores. 
In 1886 Sir Charles Isham, the present owner of the estate, 
after some correspondence with me as to its value, put this 
little tract into an auction sale in London, intending to ^^ pro- 
tect" it at £125. Some years before, in 1878, a copy of this 
tract in the Brinley sale joined to another of equal rarity 
had brought, for each one, $800, — not quite so much perhaps 
as had been sanguinely hoped for, — and Mr. Charles H. 
Ealbfleisch was the purchaser. Quaritch, however, paid £265 
for the Isham copy, and sold it to Mr. Kalbfleisch, to replace 
the Brinley copy, which being less fine he in turn sold to Dodd, 
Mead & Company, from whom it passed to Mr. E. D. Church, 
of Greenpoint, N. Y. 

The second impression contains twenty-four additional 
pages of " Inducements"; and a copy of this sort is in Har- 
vard College Library, and another, bought at the Barlow sale 
(No. 332) in 1890 for $1125, is in the Lenox Library. There 
are three copies in the British Museum, one of which — the 
Grenville copy — lacks the supplementary part, and not more 
than three or four others in existence, so far as known. Not 
long since a copy brought £210 in London ; and we may 
accordingly place a pecuniary value of not far from a thou- 
sand dollars upon the earliest English publication touching 
the history of our New England coast. 

The next publication in the order of date is the "True 
Relation " of James Rosier, London, 1605, referring to Way- 
mouth's voyage on the Maine coast, and the beginning of Eng- 
lish interest in that region. It is quite as rare as the Brereton 
tract, and has raised even more rivalry among collectors. It 
was so difficult of access in Sparks's day that he caused a 
manuscript copy to be made of one in the Grenville Collection 
in the British Museum, which that library had acquired at a 
cost of nine guineas as far back as the Inglis sale. In 1883 a 
copy was sold in the collection, which had been originally 
formed by Sir Francis Drake ; and Quaritch became its pur- 
chaser at £301, and sold it later to Mr. Kalbfleisch for £335, 
from whom it passed to Dodd, Mead & Company, who in turn 
sold it to Mr. E. D. Church. Mr. Kalbfleisch had also bought 
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the copy which was the companion volume to the Brereton of 
the Brinley sale, not knowing that the last page was in fac- 
simile, and this copy is now in the Carter-Brown Library at 
Providence. Mr. Kalbfleisch possessed at one time a third 
copy, and one was sold in the Barlow sale in 1890 (No. 2158) 
for $1825, when the Lenox Library bought it. The only 
other copy accessible in a public collection is in the library of 
the New York Historical Society, which came to that insti- 
tution with the Francis L. Hawks Collection. 

When John Smith coursed along our coast in 1614, and 
made the observations which led to the earliest fairly accurate 
map of Massachusetts Bay, he was preparing for the publica- 
tion of his " Description of New England " in 1616. By 
this time the peimanent occupation of our shores under the 
familiar name that connects us with the mother country was 
pretty well assured. Smith's printed I'ecord, even in the days 
of Obadiah Rich, when that gentleman began purveying to 
the wants of American collectors, fifty and sixty years ago, 
had unusual pecuniary value for such tracts, for his lists show 
such prices as £1-10-0 and the like. The "Description" 
has in our day run up in value in London to £50 and <£60 ; 
and Quaritch two or three years ago, when he made a venture 
to this country of some of his American rarities, priced a copy 
at $300. Good '* working " copies with leaves occasionally 
defective or with the map in facsimile, have usually brought 
from £10 to £30 of late years. In this country thirty-five 
years ago the Edward A. Crowninshield copy brought $162.50 ; 
and as such matters go, the appreciation was very moderate 
when the Ives copy in 1891 brought $192.50. Copies more 
or less approaching a recognized standard of excellence have 
been sold in the Barlow (No. 2294), Cooke (No. 2304), and 
Brinley (two copies, Nos. 359, 360) sales. There are copies 
in the Charles Deane and Carter-Brown collections. The 
accessible copies in public collections in this country, so far as 
I know, are in the Harvard College Library, that of Congress, 
the Boston Public Library (two, — one the Barlow, and the 
other the Prince copy), and the Lenox Library. The Force 
copy (Library of Congress) and the Prince copy are the only 
ones which have the list of names as proposed by Prince 
Charles for our coast landmarks. There are three copies in the 
British Museum. 

While the Pilgrims were preparing for their Atlantic voy- 
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age. Smith had prepared and in 1620 published the first edi- 
tion of his record of commercial ventures on the New Eng- 
land coast, conducted, as he says, ^' in 26 ships within these 
sixe yeares." He entitled it ** New Englands Trials," meaning 
by that word *' ventures." It is one of the rarest of Smith's 
books. There are copies in the Bodleian and in the British 
Museum ; and when Mr. Deane visited the latter library in 
1866, it was one of the first books which he asked to see, for 
there was at that time, as he thought, not a copy in the United 
States. The lapse of nearly thirty years has not, I fear, made 
the statement less true to-day ; and but for the reprint of it 
which Mr. Deane made in 1873, few American scholars could 
know its text When Mr. John Carter Brown reprinted in 
1867 the second edition of 1622, that gentleman had never 
seen the first edition, and Force had followed the second 
edition in his reprint. Despite an edition of two or three 
thousand copies, which Smith says that he printed for distri- 
bution to create an interest in this distant region, not a 
copy apparently is now to be found among us. The second 
edition of 1622 is only less rare; for though such collectors 
as Mr. Deane, Mr. John Carter Brown, and Mr. George Brin- 
ley (No. 863) succeeded in finding copies, such other ardent 
seekers as William Menzies, Henry C. Murphy, S. L. M. Bar- 
low, and Brayton Ives were never able to gratify their hopes 
in this respect. The Brinley copy is now in the Lenox Li- 
brary. In this second edition (1622) Smith altered the 
record of service on the New England coast so as to include 
"80 ships in eight yeares," and he had the further oppor- 
tunity of giving some account of the little settlement at 
Plymouth, " begun," as he says, " by sixty weake men," 
printing at the same time one of the earliest narratives of 
the experiences of the Pilgrims in a letter, dated December, 
1621, written by William Hilton, and supplementing the story 
as told by Mourt. The type of the second edition was prob- 
ably kept standing for a while, since copies in the British 
Museum and the Bodleian show changes to be accounted for 
in that way. 

We have in this same year (1622) an important authorita- 
tive statement of the earliest phases of our New England 
history, in the " Briefe Relation of the Discovery and Planta- 
tion of New England," an official publication of the Council 
for New England, which covers the period from 1607 to 1622. 


This little London tract is extremely rare. There are two 
copies in Mr. Deane's collection, one in the Carter-Brown 
and another in the Lenox Library, and two in the British 
Museum, and I know not where to look for others. 

Two other publications of the same year (1622) pertain to 
the Pilgrim story. One is the sermon preached by Elder 
Cushman at Plymouth, December 9, 1621, and printed in 
London, which contains some account of the state of the 
country and of the condition of the savages. Dr. Dexter 
knew of but three copies of this interesting little brochure, — 
one in the Bodleian, a second in Mr. Deane's collection, and a 
third was his own, now at Yale College, — honestly possessed 
by that institution's benefactor, but on some grounds sus- 
pected, but not proved, to be a copy stolen from Harvard 
College Library thirty years ago. 

Another even more interesting account, likewise printed in 
1622, of the life of the Pilgrim settlement, is a sort of journal 
not intended for publication by those who had a chief hand 
in it, Bradford and Winslow, which, being sent to friends in 
London, was printed there, and is known as ^' Mourt's Rela- 
tion." It was priced at a remarkably large price, sixty years 
Ago, by Rich, in whose lists it stands at two guineas. The 
highest price it has reached was in the Ives sale, three years 
ago, when it brought $410. The next highest price which I 
find recorded is $360, in 1890, for the Barlow copy, which 
came to the Boston Public Library. The Massachusetts His- 
torical Society reprinted it in 1822 from a copy in the Phila- 
delphia library. Dr. Young in 1841 used the copy belonging 
to Harvard College. Dr. Dexter in his edition used Mr. 
Deane's copy. There is a copy in the Lenox Library. It is 
one of the treasures of the Carter-Brown Library, but is not 
so rare but that the principal other collections of Americana, 
which have been dispersed during the last thirty years, had 
copies, — namely, the Crowninshield (No. 742), Menzies (No. 
1447), Murphy (No. 1744), Brinley (No. 1909), aud Cooke 
(No. 1768). The prices chronicled of late years indicate a 
difference in the condition of copies, arising naturally from 
the popular use which it was calculated to undergo, — namely, 
£36, £48, and £10 ; and in this country |170 and $200. 

A little tract by Edward Winslow, *'Good Newes from 
New England," printed in London, two years later, in 1624, 
and possibly in two issues in that year, continued the record 


8 

from where Mourt left it to September 10, 1623. Its value in 
sixty years has risen from £1-8, in Rich's time, to $350, paid 
by the Lenox Library at the Barlow sale (No. 2694), though 
the Murphy copy (No. 2750) brought only $40, — an instance 
of the sudden fluctuations of prices. It was neither in the 
Brinley nor Cooke sales ; but the catalogues of the Carter- 
Brown and Charles Deane's collection show it. Several copies 
are in public collections. The Boston Public Library has the 
J. Q. Adams copy, once the Prince copy, the Prince Library 
not having it. The Massachusetts Historical Society has a 
copy in the Dowse Collection. A copy once in Harvard 
College Library has disappeared. I have seen of late years 
fairly good *' working" copies priced at $62 and £25. The 
copy in the British Museum is entered in its catalogue under 
Winslow's initials. 

The Pilgrims as interlopers in a territory which was finally 
confirmed to them, and conscious of the purpose of the New 
England Council to establish Episcopal supremacy on the 
shores of Massachusetts Bay, did not observe the settle- 
ment of Robert Gorges and his people at Wessagussett with 
equanimity, and were relieved when Gorges' company lost its 
coherency in 1624. The head churchman among them was 
William Morell, who at the dispersal came to Plymouth to 
embark for England. He left without disturbing anybody by 
a show of his supposed ecclesiastical authority. The only 
literary relic in print of this futile colony is a little tract on 
"New England, or a Briefe Enarration," etc., which is a 
description of the country and of its inhabitants, in Latin and 
English verse. This tract, printed in London in 1625, is so 
rare that Mr. Deane could learn of only two copies in exist- 
ence. One of these is in the British Museum ; and the other 
in the Massachusetts Historical Society's libraries, where it 
was received from Dr. Belknap in 1791. 

In the same year (1625) WoUaston landed his vagrant com- 
pany near by what was left of the Gorges party. Among this 
remnant was that Thomas Morton who stands for that sort of 
reckless merriment not a little of which has come down to us 
in his " New English Canaan," — a book which has been one 
of the puzzles of early New England bibliography. This 
book, if we may believe the titlepage, and I think we can, 
was printed at Amsterdam in 1637. The occasion of it was 
the author's experiences with the staider settlers on the Bay 
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some years earlier. Not many years ago, the best authority 
in Holland on such matters, the bookseller Mr. Frederik 
MuUer had never heard of the book in the Low Countries. 
That it was entered for copyright in London in November, 
1633, shows that at that time its publication in England was 
thought of; but there is no evidence that it ever took place, 
though some portion of the Amsterdam edition seems to have 
had the imprint of a dealer in St. Paul's Churchyard. The 
actual assignment of the date 1632 to such a London edition 
was done by White Kennett, in the copy now preserved with 
the collection of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
and this assignment has been accepted by Dr. Henry M. Dexter 
and others ; but that date is not borne out in a critical study 
of the facts. 

The interest in the book during the last half century or 
more has unearthed a considerable number of copies, and it 
cannot now be classed among the rarest of Americana, though 
Sabin in 1876 in cataloguing the Griswold copy (No. 530) knew 
of but one other copy in the United States, which was perhaps 
the copy owned by John Quincy Adams, the only one which 
Savage knew of in 1825, and from which later the antiquary ' 
Samuel G. Drake made a manuscript copy. The Adams copy 
was the one used by the present Charles Francis Adams, in 
his annotated reprint, which was published by the Prince 
Society in 1883. The Adams library then at Quincy had a 
second copy, once the property of the Rev. T. M. Harris, 
which is no longer in that collection. 

Colonel Aspinwall, in the early years of American collecting, 
— when Rich was holding the " New English Canaan " at 
£1-8, — ■ picked up two copies which in 1879 were sold respec- 
tively for $26 and $63. These figures are hardly a test of its 
market value in these latter days, since I find such prices for 
it in England as <£ 15-15 and £S2; and in this country as 
$115, $135, and $160, — Quaritch offering it at this last figure 
in his American shipment a few years ago. It has been sold 
in the principal sales of Americana in the United States of the 
last thirty years or more, — Crowninshield (No. 729), Gris- 
wold (No. 530), Menzies (No. 1440), Brinley (three copies, 
Nos. 336, 337, 2691), Murphy (No. 1731), and Barlow (No. 
1721). It is found in the Deane and Carter-Brown collec- 
tions, and in such accessible places as the Harvard College, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Congressional (Force copy), 
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Lenox, Yale College (H. M. Dexter copy), and New York His- 
torical Society libraries. 

In the interval between the development of the little colony 
at Plymouth and the coming of the Massachusetts Company, 
there were two movements, both at the eastward, which have 
given us contemporary records. The report of '* The Voyage 
into New England," 1623-24, made by Christopher Levett, 
and affecting the early history of the Maine coast was pub- 
lished in England in 1628. I know only of copies in the 
Carter-Brown Collection and in the library of the New York 
Historical Society, as being in this country. The latter copy 
was considered unique when the Maine Historical Society 
used it in 1847 to reprint. Sparks had to resort to an English 
source to get the manuscript copy, from which the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society made their reprint in the third series 
of their Collections. The copies in the British Museum and 
in the Huth Collection (IH. 843) are the only ones known to 
me in England. It is thus one of the scarcest of the early 
New England tracts. 

The printed contemporary record which we have of Sir 
William Alexander's futile attempt to found a Scotch colony 
in the eastern confines of New England, is a tract published 
by him, and called "Encouragement to Colonies." It was 
printed in London in 1624 (some copies, 1625), and the un- 
sold sheets in 1630 were reissued with a new title, as " The 
Mapp and Description of New England." The book is very 
rare, and was priced even in Rich's time at four guineas, and 
some years ago, in Stevens's "Nuggets," at £21. Quaritch 
sent over a copy in 1890 to find a purchaser. The three 
editions are in the British Museum, and it is in the Harvard 
College Library. It has not appeared in the catalogues of the 
leading American sales, like the Brinley, Barlow, and Murphy. 

These are all the single separate books or tracts which con- 
cern the period under review, issued at the time. There were 
however two general and contemporary collections of voyages 
and explorations, which need to be considered, — the ** Gen- 
erall Historie" of Captain John Smith, and the well-known 
work of Samuel Purchas. Neither of these books is in any 
proper sense rare ; but the " Generall Historie " has long been 
the delight of the discriminating collector, who hunts down 
varieties with the zest of a botanist in an untried field. The 
Lenox Library, for instance, has not been content with less 
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than thirteen copies of the book, each copy showing some dis- 
tinctive feature. When we add to the diversities of the text 
the several conditions of the plates, and the eleven or twelve 
varieties of the single New England map, we can understand 
the room for the wide difference in copies, which makes so 
many desirable in a collection of bibliographical diversities 
like the Lenox. There is some disagreement among experts 
as to the appropriateness of placing some of the plates — like 
the prints of the Duchess of Richmond and the portrait of 
Matoaka — in this or the other edition, though it seems to be 
the better opinion that those plates at least do not properly 
belong to the original issue of 1624. 

Good ** working" copies of this edition, with more or less 
of facsimile, are usually priced in these later days from one 
guinea to ten ; and even copies a little better have been sold 
for $75. Defects of one kind or another will some time not 
operate to reduce the price of a " tall " copy below some such 
figure as <£55, such a copy being cited by Quaritch at one 
time at this sum. Therefore the range of cost for good 
copies, with even no decided blot, varies much ; and I note 
such prices of late years as £18, <£2t5--5 and £36 in England, 
and $147, $180, $815 (at the Ives sale), and Quaritch demanded 
$375 in his American exhibit. 

Quaritch at one time held the Hamilton copy which had 
belonged to King James and bore his arms on the side ; and 
though he priced it at £105, it later brought only £75. The 
Duke of Norfolk's copy is shown in the Huth Catalogue (No. 
1367), and the Earl of Warwick's was in the Barlow (No. 2297) 
sale, and was claimed to be the ^^ tallest " copy in existence. 
When the " widest " copy known was offered in the Beckford 
sale (III. No. 2044), it proved to be the most interesting copy 
of all, for it was the one presented to the Duchess of Rich- 
mond, to whom Smith dedicated the work, and who had aided 
him in defraying the expenses of publication. It was in the 
original, dark-blue morocco binding, with panelled sides, hav- 
ing the royal arms on one cover and those of the Duchess on 
the other. It passed into the Brinley Collection ; and when 
that library was dispersed, it was bought at $1800 for the 
Lenox Library. This library had already four other copies of 
this 1624 edition, — one having " I. S." stamped on its cover, 
and it may have been Smith's own copy ; and another had 
been Thomas Penn's copy, used in his famous suit with Lord 
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Baltimore. There is a beautiful large-paper copy in the 
library of Mr. Deane, and others are in the Carter-Brown 
Collection and in the Library of Congress. The highest price 
reached, if the report can be trusted, was when Mr. Kalb- 
fleisch gave about $3600 for a copy. There were copies also 
in the Menzies and Griswold sales. 

Sabin gave it as his experience that most of the copies of 
this 1624 edition were made up to some extent by the substi- 
tution of leaves and plates from later editions; and it was 
Stevens's opinion that the right maps for such are rarely found 
in the later editions. 

These subsequent issues were simply " title editions " with 
nothing new about them but fresh titlepages, and some 
alterations in the plates, particularly in the maps, made to 
conform to later knowledge. 

These new dates are 1626, 1627, 1631, and 1632. Of the 
1626 issues there are copies in the Harvard College, Car- 
ter-Brown, and Massachusetts Historical Society libraries. 
Sparks's copy is at Cornell University. The Lenox Library 
has only the title leaf of the 1626 edition. 

A copy of the 1627 edition was sold in Boston in 1844 for 
$32, and appeared later in the Crowninshield catalogue (No. 
992). I have found of late years copies more or less made up 
of facsimiles, priced at sums vaiying from $50 to $185. Copies 
were not long since advertised in New York at $112, $120, 
and $180. A copy in the Murphy sale (No. 2310) brought 
$210, and one in the Menzies (No. 1848) was sold at $140. 
The copies accessible to the public, so far as I know, are the 
Prince copy in the Boston Public Library ; and other copies 
in the libraries of the Massachusetts Historical Society, the 
Washington and Lee University, that of Congress, and two 
in the Lenox. 

The issue of 1631 is the rarest of all. The only known 
copy is in the Huth Collection in London. Mr. Pilling in pre- 
paring his Algonquian Bibliography was doubtful of the date, 
and got a confirmation of it from Mr. Huth himself, and I 
myself saw the copy in 1891. The book is like the rest with 
only a change of title, and may have been a solitary example. 

The issue of 1632 is the last. The distinctive features are 
that the portrait of " Charles Rex " on the title is made to 
look like an older man, and more names are added to the map 
of New England. Since Rich's day the price has risen from 
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five guineas — remarkable even then — to £52-10 in England, 
and $230 for the Brinley copy, and $315 paid at the Ives sale. 
It was in the O'Callaghan sale ; and the Menzies copy (No. 
1851) was afterward sold with the Cooke Collection (No. 2299). 
It is in the Carter-Brown Library, and I have noted it in the 
following public collections, — Boston Athenaeum, Harvard 
College, Lenox (six copies), and Library of Congress. 

A second much more multifarious record of early New 
England history is contained in the conglomerate work o{ 
Samuel Purchas, issued in 1625, in which he let over twelve 
hundred separate narrators of the world's explorations tell 
their own story, including such as had been on the New 
England coast. He had begun to abstract such tales in his 
" Pilgrimages " in 1613, and his ardor was increased when he 
got possession of Hakluyt's manuscripts. He then issued his 
larger work, his " Pilgriraes," in four volumes in 1625, though 
he had been carrying it through the press probably for some 
years. Indeed the frontispiece of thie Harvard College copy 
and of one sold in the Sunderland sale (No. 10,376) is dated 
1624. It preserved the narrators' own language, and in this 
way differed from the " Pilgrimage," a new edition of which 
in 1625 is usually found as the fifth volume of the *' Pilgrimes." 
The author succumbed to his trials in 1628, not lessened by 
the cost and labor of his editorial work. The book is so 
essential to the student of our early exploration, giving some 
material not previously printed, that our principal public 
libraries necessarily seek to own it. To note a few of these, — 
there is a copy in the Boston Athenaeum ; Samuel SewalFs 
copy is in Harvard College Library ; and others are in the 
Massachusetts Historical Society Library and in the Astor, 
Lenox (three sets), and New York Historical Society libra- 
ries ; in the Carter- Brown Collection ; and a copy with 
Prince's notes on the American portion belongs to the 
Deane Collection. It has usually been in the great sales of 
Americana, though, if the Index to the Brinley Collection is 
to be trusted, it was not possessed by that collector. The 
Sobolewski copy was in the Menzies (No. 1649) and later 
in the Cooke (No. 2095) sales. The Duke of York's copy 
appears in the Murphy catalogue (No. 2080), and brought 
$285. It was also in the Crowninshield (No. 890), Griswold 
(No. 660), and Barlow (No. 2050) sales. 

The book has for a hundred years and more maintained a 




